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5 A Memorial Dedicated to Pam, Shannon and Katie Lychner 
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“LOVES EMBRACE” 

Spring Valley residents, Pam, Shannon and Katie Lychner 

were aboard TWA flight 800 when it crashed off Long Island 

New York, on July 17, 1996. The loss of these three precious 

lives touched hearts in Houston and around the world. In 

all, 230 people perished. Pam Lychner, a national leader in 

criminal justice reform, and her young daughters were ac-

tive participants in this community. “Loves Embrace” com-

memorates the love of life, family and community that they 

brought to those whose lives they touched. 

Dedicated July 15, 1997 
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SHANNON EVIAN LYCHNER 

A child of grace and charm, ten-year-old Shannon was 

blessed with a generous, caring heart. More than any-

thing, she loved to help others. Shannon’s sweet man-

ner endeared her to everyone, as did her impish grin 

and sense of humor. Her friends remember how much 

she loved animals, how funny she was, and how she 

loved to play the piano and flute. Most of all, though, 

they remember her huge heart. 

January 28, 1986—July 17, 1996 
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PAMELA SUE  LYCHNER 

“Pam Lychner was forever guided  by the principal that one person  can have a 

profound impact on the world around her, and her life was a testament to that 

simple creed, she was taken from this world all too soon, but her unique spirit will 

live on in the hearts of the people whose lives she touched, and the people of 

Texas stand pledged to keeping her memory and her work alive...”  

...Proclamation by the 75th Legislature of the State of Texas, February 19, 1997. 

The world remembers Pam, 37, as a passionate defender of crime victim's’ rights 

who was determined to restore integrity to our nations criminal justice system. 

The victim of a violent crime in 1990, Pam changed a criminal justice system that 

until then had ignored the rights of victims. Family and friends remember Pam as 

a loving wife and mother, a loyal friend, and a women who enthusiastically lived a 

life of service. Her gentle, loving spirit made a difference in the lives of those who 

loved her.  

November 9, 1958 — July 17, 1996 
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KATHERINE ELIZABETH LYCHNER 

A blonde dynamo with a contagious giggle  and a smart 

little smile, Katie approached everything in her life with 

courage and determination. Only eight years old, Katie 

was already an excellent athlete—a powerful swimmer, a 

fast runner and graceful gymnast. She met the challenge 

of every activity with boundless energy. A dauntless spir-

it lived behind an angelic face. 

April 18, 1988 — July 17, 1996 



10 PLAY PLACE DEDICATION 

Play Ground Equipment 

Donated by Playground En-

vironments In Memory of 

Shannon & Katie Lychner 
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This memorial includes the 

park bench, the plaque and 

the tree and is located next 

to the play places. 
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